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The Kentucky Secretary of State’s Land Office
“Virginia & 0ld Kentucky Patents” Web site

Kandie P. Adkinson

Administrative Specialist, Land Office Division

The sixth in a series of articles regarding the Internet
availability of Kentucky Land Office records.

The first question asked by the majority of the
visitors to the Kentucky Land Office is “May we see
a survey by Daniel Boone?” It doesn’t matter if the
clients are researching patents involved in mineral
acquisition or if they are filing city annexations,
the “oohs” and “ahs” are the same when original
documents from the 1700s are on display. Over the
years we have observed their reactions are consistent.
Historians and genealogists examine the plats and
descriptions in quiet reverence; surveyors seem a
little prouder to share Boone’s profession. (We have
lost count of the number of times we have heard
surveyors say “The man himself did that.”)

On 10 May 2008, Daniel Boone and Kentucky’s
earliest settlers entered a new frontier called
cyberspace. During a monthly seminar hosted by
the Kentucky Historical Society and Kentucky
Genealogical Society, Secretary of State Trey Grayson
announced color scanned images for over 17,300
patent files in the “Virginia and Old Kentucky Patent
Series” had been added to the Land Office website.
Wills, Caveats, Unused Warrants, and Unfinished
Patents were also added under separate channels. The
doors leading to Kentucky’s Land Office treasures are
now open to the world!

There are two ways to access the “Virginia & Old
Kentucky Patents” website.
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1. Open http://www.sos.ky.gov/, then click the
“Land Office” header. On the Land Office home
page you will see links to a Power Point program
presented at the 10 May 2008 meeting of KHS/
KGS. Supplemental notes corresponding to the
program are also linked. Secretary Grayson’s formal
announcement regarding the new website is available
for viewing. Research options are listed at the left on

the homepage.

Click “Non-Military Registers & Land
Records,”http://www.sos.ky.gov/land/nonmilitary/.
Overview summaries are provided for information
under the “Non-Military” channel.

Over sixty wills may be accessed from the “Overview”
page by opening “Wills” at http://www.sos.ky.gov/
land/nonmilitary/wills/ . (Note: As additional wills
are located in patent files they will be added to the
“Wills” website.)

Patent files that have been scanned for Internet
presentation are available under “Patent Series,”
http://www.sos.ky.gov/land/nonmilitary/patentseries/.
The first patent grouping is “Virginia Patent Series

& Old Kentucky Patent Series.” First-time visitors to
the site are encouraged to resist opening the “Click
here to start the search” function in the middle of

the page. By opening http://www.sos.ky.gov/land/
nonmilitary/patentseries/vaky/ in the left column

of the “Patent Series” opening page, researchers can
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RESEARCHING THE “MASTER INDEX: VIRGINIA SURVEYS & GRANTS”
AND THE “INDEX T0 KENTUCKY SURVEYS & GRANTS AND TELLICO
SURVEYS & GRANTS” (published hy the Keniucky Historical Society)
1. KHS Vol. No. Originally referred to the volume assignment after
records preservation. As many of the volume numbers have changed,
and the volume number does not apply to the on-line search,
researchers should disregard this field.

2. Original Survey No. = Patent Number (Use this number for the “Sort
by Patent” function on the “Virginia & Old Kentucky Patent Series”
channel on the Kentucky Secretary of State’s Land Office website.)
3. Name: The person(s) for whom the survey was made. May be an
assignee of persons who acquired the warrant(s) authorizing the survey.
4, Acreage
5. County: The name of the county when the field survey was
conducted. (This information is subject to change during the patenting
process due to county formations.)
6. Watercourse: The name of the closest known watercourse when the
field survey was conducted. The watercourse may not be located within
the survey.
7. Survey date: The date the field survey was performed.
8. Original Bool¢ & Page: Refers to the Land Office Survey Book in
which the survey was copied (by Land Office staff).
9. Graniee: The person(s) who took title to the land. May be an
assignee of the person(s) for whom the survey was made. (Check the
hack of the Survey for handwritten assignments.) If the name of the
grantee is the same as the name of the person(s) for whom the survey
was conducted, the data field states “Same & Heirs". (The governor’s

grant declares the land was conveyed to the “patentee and heirs” to
indicate the land didn't revert to the Commonwealth at the death of
the patentee. The wording does not imply, however, that the patent is
still in family ownership. Deeds, wills, and court judgments must be
researched to determine subsequent conveyances.)

10. Grant Date: The date the governor signed the Grant finalizing the
patenting process.

11. Original Bool & Page: Refers to the Land Office Grant Book in
which the grant was copied (by Land Office staff). The printed Grant
with the Governor's signature was issued to the patentee.

To research patents involving Thomas Madison, as listed on page 123
of the “Master Index: Virginia Surveys & Grants”, two patents require a
search by patent number, aka “Original Survey No.” due to Madison’s
assignments to Patrick Henry (VA 2632) and Charles Patterson (VA
4850). Madison’s signature may appear on the back of the survey

for each of those patents. Notice other patents on the page cite the
county location as Fincastle or Kentucky county; other patents cite the
location as the Military District (reserved for Virginia's veterans of the
Revolutionary War, their heirs or assignees). Information for VA 9409
stating the location was “Military & Jefferson” indicates the tract was
located in Jefferson county and the patent was authorized by a warrant

issued for service in the French & Indian War, Lord Dunmore’s War, or
other type of governor’s warrant.
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RESEARCHING THOMAS MADISON ON THE “VIRGINIA & OLD KENTUCKY
PATENT SERIES” CHANNEL ON THE KENTUCKY SECRETARY OF STATE'S
LAND OFFICE WEBSITE (hitp://www.sos.ky.gov/land/ponmilitary/
patentseries/vaky/) '

1. Select “Virginia Patent Series” and sort by “Name/Description”.
(Note: Search functions reset after each selection is made hy the
researcher.) }

2. Five patents are listed for Thomas Madison; the surveys assigned
by Thomas Madison are not included. Three of the listed patents were
assigned to Madison by Patrick Henry; they will be listed in the “Master
Index” under Patrick Henry's name.
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1. Select “Virginia Patent Series” and sort by Patent Number.

2. Researchers must scroll through the listings to find Virgin}a

(VA) patent numbers 0482.0, 3964.0, 3971.0, 3947.0, & 6406.0

(Note: During indexing the patent numbers were assiéned fou.r—clﬁgit
ghara.c.ters' followed by a one-digit decimal field for ease in sorting and
identification of patent files with duplicate patent numbers.)

Select an item to view images of patent files.

By qpening Virginia Patent 0482.0 the following information is
available: (1) the front of the field survey; (2) the back of the field
survey; (3) & (4) the Land Office copy of the Grant issued to Thomas
Madlson. Documents may be viewed and printed in low, medium, or
high resolution or downloaded in multipage TIFF format. Suggest’ed
research: (1) As this patent was authorized by Preemption Warrant 304
access the “Certificates of Settlement & Preemption Warrants” channe[
on the Land Office website for information regarding the Preemption
Warrant; (2) As the watercourse for this patent may have been located

in old Lincoln county, access the “Lincoln County Entries” channel on
the Land Office website. (Search by “Name” and “Search for” Madison
Thomas. The Entry reserving the land for patenting stated the acreage
was 1000 but apparently 924 acres was the total acreage available
when the field survey was made. All other details of the Entry, such as
type of warrant and warrant assignee match the Survey.) As no pbatent
map wgs constructed when patents were issued, researchers must
dete.rmlne patent location. After viewing all patents involving Thomas
Maghson under “Virginia Patent Series”, open “0ld Kentucky Patent
Series” and access Madison patents issued after 1792. Access the “0ld
Kentucky Surveys & Grants” index to determine if Madison had surveys
conducted but wasn't the patentee.
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continued from page 78

access additional information under the “Caveats,”
“Frequently Asked Questions,” “Printing Tips,” and
“Sample Patents,” “Unfinished Patents,” and “Unused
Warrants” channels.

2. The “Virginia Patent Series & Old Kentucky
Patent Series” website is also available by opening
“Database Searches” on the Land Office home page
or http://www.sos.ky.gov/land/search/. This site is a
direct link to the various online searches.

At this time the Land Office does not have a
searchable database for the “Virginia Patents Series &
Old Kentucky Patents Series” website. Researchers
are viewing the scanning index for each series while
the database with enhanced information is under
construction. To use the site in its present format:

*  Open the “Select a Series” box then choose
“Virginia Patent Series” or “Old Kentucky Patent
Series.” The page will reset for the selected series.

* Although the sort field defaults to “Patent”
number, the files can be arranged alphabetically
by grantee name by opening the “Sort By” box
and clicking “Name/Description.” (Note: Patent
numbers can be determined by accessing two
blue books published by the Kentucky Historical
Society, “Master Index to Virginia Surveys &
Grants” and “Index to Old Kentucky Surveys
& Grants and Tellico Surveys & Grants.” Both
books are indexed by the name of the person(s)
for whom the survey was made thus doubling
the number of names that can be researched.)
The “Name/Description” search yields the
names of grantees who took title to land patents.
Researchers are reminded the Grantor for all
patents is the government, i.e. Virginia prior to
Kentucky’s statehood in 1792 (Virginia Patent
Series) or the Commonwealth of Kentucky (Old
Kentucky Patent Series) after our statehood.
Grants are signed by the governors of the
respective states. Scans of grants issued by Patrick
Henry and Thomas Jefferson are available in the
“Virginia Patent Series” online collection.

e After the patent series and sort functions are
selected, click inside the box labeled “Scanned
Patents,” then highlight the patent file you want
to open. Note: As this is a scanning index rather
than a searchable database, all patents in the
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patent series are listed in patent number sequence
or alphabetically by grantee. Slide the bar at the
right side of the box to scroll through the patent
listings.

o After a patent is highlighted, the screen will
populate with images from the patent file.
Download time is dependent upon the speed
of your computer or the size of the requested
file. (Many of the files are quite large due to the
number of warrants and other documents filed
with the survey and grant.)

e All documents appear in preview or thumbnail
panes making it easier for researchers to access
specific images such as surveys.

* 'The labels “Low,” “Medium,” and “High”
describe the resolution or clarity of the document.

‘Documents download faster with the “Low”
setting but they are easier to read with the “High”
resolution option.

*  Documents may be printed directly from the
preview pane. Be sure to adjust your printer to a
landscape or portrait setting. As the documents
are color scanned, we recommend a color printer
for optimal printing results. See “Printing Tips”
on the “Virginia Patent Series & Old Kentucky
Patent Series” channel for additional printing
suggestions. >

° 'The “Advanced Image Viewer” allows researchers
to see the documents in our traditional format.
Documents can be resized to enlarge that
troublesome survey call, date, or name. Be sure to
click “Hide All Options” before printing.

° At the request of our researchers, documents can

be downloaded in multi-page TIFF format.

It is an accepted fact that genealogists and historians
are amateur detectives. We love research that leads

to more resources—both online and in repositories.
Images from the “Virginia Patent Series & Old
Kentucky Patent Series” patent files open a variety of
research possibilities. For example:

o If the requested patent was authorized by a
Preemption Warrant or Certificate of Settlement,
access the “Certificates of Settlement &
Preemption Warrants” channel on the Secretary
of State’s Land Office website at http://www.sos.
ky.gov/land/nonmilitary/settlements/. You will
find a link to the scanned image of the certificate



issued by the Land Commission and other papers
such as the receipt for the Warrant and, possibly,
the printed Preemption Warrant form. Signatures
on assignments on the back of the documents
may prove helpful to your research.

If the requested patent was authorized by a
Treasury Warrant, access the “Virginia Treasury
Warrants” channel on the Secretary of State’s
Land Office website at http://www.sos.ky.gov/
land/nonmilitary/virginia/. You will find
information regarding the purchase of the
Treasury Warrant, as it was recorded in the
“Treasury Warrants Register,” and links to other
patents authorized by the Treasury Warrant.

If the requested patent was authorized by a
warrant issued to a Virginia veteran, heir, or
assignee for service in the Revolutionary War,
open the Revolutionary War Warrants” channel
on the Secretary of State’s Land Office website

at http://www.sos.ky.gov/land/military/revwar/
and determine the name of the veteran who
actually received the right to patent land in the
Virginia Military Districts in Kentucky or Ohio.
Researchers can also see the scanned image of the
Military Warrant from the “Warrants Register.”
(The availability of the entry from the “Warrants
Register” is particularly helpful if the printed
form issued to the veteran is missing from the
patent file.)

If the location of the requested patent was
identified as Lincoln County, open the “Lincoln
County Entries” channel on the Secretary of
State’s Land Office website at http://www.sos.
ky.gov/land/nonmilitary/lincoln/ and view the
scanned image of the Entry reserving the land for
patenting if it is available.

Use the online “Gazetteer” channel on the
Secretary of State’s Land Office Reference Library
website at http://apps.sos.ky.gov/land/reference/
gazetteer.asp to determine the county location
for watercourses cited in the Virginia or Old
Kentucky Patent Series survey descriptions. This
is particularly helpful for patents within the
Revolutionary War Military District; county
location is usually omitted from those survey
descriptions. (Note: The Gazetteer stays under
construction. As additional watercourses and
locations are identified, they are added to the
database.)

When a county is determined, access the “County
Court Order Patent Series Database” on the
Secretary of State’s Land Office website at http://
apps.sos.ky.gov/land/nonmilitary/patentseries/
cocourtorders/. Open the “Advanced Search”
function. Open the “Search by” box, select
“county,” and then type in the county name.
Mark the i‘Search within these results” box, and
then search by watercourse. You will find the
names of grantees from 1835 to current date who
patented land on the watercourse cited in the
Virginia or Old Kentucky patent. Some of the
grantees may be descendents or family members
of the individual receiving the earlier land patent.
Researchers who are interested in the legislative
structure of Virginia or Old Kentucky patents can
open the “Legislation” channel on the Secretary of
State’s Land Office Reference Library website at
http:/[www.sos.ky.gov/land/reference/legislation/
to read proclamations issued by King George III
regarding bounty land warrants issued to French
& Indian War veterans and other land laws
affecting early Kentucky settlers.

To research subsequent conveyances of all
Kentucky patents, access deeds, wills, and court
records filed on the local level with the county
clerk. Many local records are also available at

the Kentucky History Center Library and the
Kentucky Department for Libraries and Archives.
Be sure to initiate your search by accessing
records for the county location cited in the Grant.
For example, to research Boyle County Deeds,
you will need to access Mercer County records
between 1786 and 1842 when Boyle County

was formed. To research the same land prior to
1786, Lincoln County Deeds must be researched.
County formation dates and names of mother
counties are listed in the Secretary of State’s Land
Office Reference Library website at http://www.
sos.ky.gov/land/reference/landtable.htm.

Not every settler in Kentucky acquired land
under a patent. Many individuals purchased

or inherited land; others occupied land as
tenants. Researchers are encouraged to study
census records to determine ancestors’ county of
residence. Once the county has been identified,
access Tax Lists for additional information
regarding land ownership. On the Tax Lists from
1795 to the mid-1830s, taxpayers had to identify
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the names of persons involved in the original
patent for their property. Check the “Entered
by,” “Surveyed for,” and “Patented or Granted
to” columns on the tax lists. The Kentucky
Historical Society publications mentioned earlier
in this article assist in determining which Virginia
or Old Kentucky patent number should be
accessed by matching county and watercourse
information. This is particularly helpful when
researching the numerous May-Bannister patents.
If the books are not available, sort the names
alphabetically on the “Virginia Patent Series &
Old Kentucky Patent Series” website then open
the preview panes to find a patent that seems to
match the county and location on the tax list.
Tax Lists are available at the Martin E Schmidt
Research Library at the Kentucky Historical
Society (Frankfort), Kentucky Department

for Libraries & Archives (Frankfort), Church

of Latter Day Saints libraries, and many local
libraries and research facilities. For additional
information regarding the importance of tax

list research, open http://www.sos.ky.gov/land/
reference/taxlists.htm on the Kentucky Secretary
of State’s Land Office website.

Although we cannot hear your “oohs and ahs”
when you see the first document in a patent file that
applies to your family, it is easy for us to imagine your
reaction. Undoubtedly there are squeals of delight
and “Come see this...right now!” exclamations.

(We can also imagine how difficult it is to wait for
the large image files to download; we appreciate

your patience.) We speak for Secretary of State Trey
Grayson, and the Secretaries who have supported the
Land Office records preservation project since the
1970s, as well as the Land Office staff of indexers and
scanning specialists when we thank you for visiting
the Kentucky Secretary of State’s Land Office website.
We hope you find information that will help you
document your family history and, thusly, the history
of this great commonwealth. .

We would be remiss, however, if we did not
remind researchers that the online images of patent
files are not the “be-all, end-all” of available records.
For example, once title has been established under
a patent, how long did the tract stay under the
patentee’s ownership? Did the patentee reside in
the county and own other properties? Did he or
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she bequeath the property in a will or is the tract
mentioned in a court judgment? Is it possible to
plot the survey calls and determine where the land is
located? Are there other patent series and images that
are not available online at this time? Kentucky has
outstanding staff members in libraries and research
facilities on the local and state levels who can guide
genealogists and historians through the next steps in
documenting family history and land title. Patent
files are not the end of the search; patent files are the
beginning.

With an awareness of land patent files and the
patenting process, perhaps it is time to plan a research
expedition to Kentucky’s state and local libraries.
There are many family files, county and state records
that await even more of your “oohs and ahs.”

Next article in this series:| “Biographies of Kentucky’s
Secretaries of State and the Land Office Reference
Library”
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